
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : CRIMINAL NO. ________________
:

v. : DATE FILED:    ________________
:

JAMES CARSTARPHEN : VIOLATIONS:
RONALD CARSTARPHEN : 18 U.S.C. § 371 (conspiracy - 1 count)

: 18 U.S.C. § 2119 (armed carjacking - 1
: count)
: 18 U.S.C. § 1201(kidnaping - 1 count)
: 18 U.S.C. § 924(c)(1)
: (carrying a firearm during and in relation
: to a crime of violence - 1 count)
: 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(1)(possession of a
: firearm by a convicted felon - 1 count)
: 18 U.S.C. § 2 (aiding and abetting)
: Notice of forfeiture

INDICTMENT

COUNT ONE

THE GRAND JURY CHARGES THAT:

At all times relevant to this indictment: 

1. K.C. was the owner of a 1995 Audi automobile, vehicle identification

number (“VIN”) WAUFB84A9SN025049, which she parked in the 900 block of North 5th Street,

Philadelphia, PA.

2. On or about July 16, 2005, in Philadelphia, in the Eastern District of

Pennsylvania and elsewhere, defendants

JAMES CARSTARPHEN and
RONALD CARSTARPHEN

conspired and agreed: (1) to take from the person and presence of another, by force, violence, and

intimidation, with intent to cause death and serious bodily harm, a motor vehicle, that is, a 1995
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Audi automobile, VIN WAUFB84A9SN025049, that had been transported, shipped and received

in interstate commerce, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 2119; and (2) to

knowingly and unlawfully seize, confine, kidnap, abduct, carry away, and hold K.C. for ransom,

reward, or otherwise, that is, for the purpose of gaining a personal benefit from that seizure, and

to willfully transport K.C. in interstate commerce from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to Camden,

New Jersey, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1201(a).

MANNER AND MEANS

It was part of the conspiracy that:

3. While armed with a loaded .38 caliber pistol, defendants JAMES

CARSTARPHEN and RONALD CARSTARPHEN kidnaped K.C., carjacked K.C.’s automobile,

and stole K.C.'s money at gunpoint.

OVERT ACTS

In furtherance of the conspiracy and to accomplish its object, the following overt acts,

among others, were committed in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the District of New

Jersey.

 On or about July 16, 2005: 

1. Defendant JAMES CARSTARPHEN approached K.C. in the 900 block of

North 5th Street, Philadelphia, stuck a loaded .38 caliber handgun into her side, and forced her to

get into the backseat of the defendants' car, which was  occupied by defendant RONALD

CARSTARPHEN.



3

2. At gunpoint, defendant JAMES CARSTARPHEN told K.C. not to do

anything stupid because he did not want to have to kill her, then grabbed K.C.'s purse, and gave it

to defendant RONALD CARSTARPHEN.

3.  Defendant RONALD CARSTARPHEN removed approximately $60 in

United States currency, a credit card, an automated teller machine (ATM) card, and an

identification from K.C.'s purse and demanded her personal identification number (PIN) number in

order to use her ATM card.

4. Defendant JAMES CARSTARPHEN waited with K.C. while defendant

RONALD CARSTARPHEN drove away in K.C.'s car.

5. When defendant RONALD CARSTARPHEN returned, he told defendant

JAMES CARSTARPHEN and K.C. that he was unsuccessful in his attempt to access her bank

account by using her ATM card.

6. At gunpoint, defendants RONALD CARSTARPHEN and JAMES

CARSTARPHEN told K.C. to get into her car, and drove first to an ATM at 6th and Spring

Garden Streets in Philadelphia, PA, and then, to an ATM in Camden, New Jersey (NJ).

7. In Camden, NJ, defendant RONALD CARSTARPHEN unsuccessfully

attempted to use K.C.'s ATM card at an ATM.

8. While defendant JAMES CARSTARPHEN waited in the back seat of the

car, defendant RONALD CARSTARPHEN got K.C. out of the car and told her to use her ATM

card to withdraw money from her bank account.

9. After unsuccessfully withdrawing money from the ATM, defendants

RONALD CARSTARPHEN and JAMES CARSTARPHEN forced K.C. to get back into her car.
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10. While driving in Camden, NJ, defendants RONALD CARSTARPHEN

and JAMES CARSTARPHEN told K.C. not to look at the police and to "be cool" as they

approached a traffic officer in the Camden area.

11. When K.C. jumped out of her car, defendants RONALD

CARSTARPHEN and JAMES CARSTARPHEN attempted to flee but were stopped by the

police, but not before leaving the loaded .38 caliber handgun in the rear seat of K.C.'s car.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371.
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COUNT TWO

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES THAT:

On or about July 16, 2005, in Philadelphia, in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

and elsewhere, defendants 

JAMES CARSTARPHEN and
RONALD CARSTARPHEN,

with intent to cause death and serious bodily harm, at gun point, took, and aided and abetted, and

willfully caused the taking of, a motor vehicle, that is, a 1995 Audi automobile, VIN

WAUFB84A9SN025049, from the person and presence of another, that is, K.C., by force,

violence, and intimidation, that had been transported, shipped, and received in interstate

commerce.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2119 and 2.
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COUNT THREE

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES THAT:

On or about July 16, 2005, in Philadelphia, in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

and elsewhere, defendants 

JAMES CARSTARPHEN and
RONALD CARSTARPHEN

knowingly, willfully, and unlawfully seized, confined, kidnaped, abducted, carried away, and held

K.C. for ransom, reward, or otherwise, that is, for the purpose of gaining a personal benefit from

that seizure, and willfully transported K.C. in interstate commerce from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

to Camden, New Jersey.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1201(a)(1).
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COUNT FOUR

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES THAT:

On or about July 16, 2005, in Philadelphia, in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

and elsewhere, defendants 

JAMES CARSTARPHEN and
RONALD CARSTARPHEN

knowingly carried, and aided and abetted the carrying of, a firearm, that is, a .38 caliber revolver,

loaded with 5 live rounds, during and in relation to a crime of violence for which he may be

prosecuted in a court of the United States, that is, conspiracy to commit armed carjacking and

kidnaping, and the substantive offenses including armed carjacking and kidnaping, in violation of

Title 18, United States Code, Sections 371, 1201(a) and 2119.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 924(c)(1) and 2.
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 COUNT FIVE

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES THAT:

On or about July 16, 2005, in Philadelphia, in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

and elsewhere, defendant

JAMES CARSTARPHEN,

having been convicted in a court of the State of New Jersey of a crime punishable by

imprisonment for a term exceeding one year, knowingly possessed in and affecting interstate 

commerce, a firearm, that is, a .38 caliber revolver, serial no. 0125504, loaded with 5 live rounds.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 922(g)(1).
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NOTICE OF FORFEITURE

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES THAT:

As a result of the violations of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 924(c) and

922(g)(1), set forth in Counts Four and Five of this indictment, the defendant

JAMES CARSTARPHEN

shall forfeit to the United States of America, the firearm and ammunition involved in the

commission of these offenses, including, but not limited to: 

1.  a .38 caliber revolver, serial no. 0125504, loaded with 5 live rounds.

All pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461(c), and Title 18, United

States Code, Section 924(d). 

A TRUE BILL:

                                                         
FOREPERSON

                                                     
PATRICK L. MEEHAN
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY


